The Golden Age
beads. Amongst a number of carved bones, mostly thi of knives, saws, sickles and various silex tools, then astonishing human figurine, one of the oldest so far Western Asia. This is now in the Louvre. It rep; man, perhaps a tribal chief or priest, standing, leanin: forwards, his arms crossed over his chest in hiera dressed in a loin-cloth and wearing a cone-shaped c man's clothing indicates that the climate of Kasha] time was similar to that of Babylon and Egypt. It is n< hotter. The man's cap is similar to that worn by peasants today. Physically he differs from the Sumer the Egyptians in being thin, whereas they were in and their oldest statuettes appear to date from a s< later period than this one. This was evidently the ei neolithic and the beginning of the copper age as seven pins were found in the excavations. The dead wer underneath their dwellings. In the tombs food anc were laid beside the bodies, showing that there was the life after death.
The excavations at Sialk revealed eight success superimposed layers, the ruins of former villages. T upper layers provided evidence of significant progres two major developments: the potter's oven and brick Previously the clay vessels, shaped by hand, had been in the sun to dry, then stacked one on top of the 01 covered with twigs to bake in the sun. The inventic oven allowed the heat to be regulated and gave the evenly red surface. The vessels, formerly very simply d with paint, could now be ornamented with represent